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What is a STORMWATER PLANTER?

• structures with open bottom to allow stormwater to slowly infiltrate 

into the ground

• contains a layer of gravel, soil, and vegetation

• runoff temporarily pools on top of soil, slowly infiltrates through 

planter into the ground

• ideal for space-limited sites with good drainage

BENEFITS

• reduces stormwater runoff, flow rate, 

volume, temperature, and pollutants

• recharges groundwater

VEGETATION

• shrubs, small trees, and other plants that

tolerate seasonally moist and dry soil 

conditions

MAINTENANCE

• Inspect plants and structural 

components periodically

• Remove sediment and clear debris from

curb cuts to maintain proper drainage.
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CASE STUDY:  PORTLAND, OREGON GREEN STREETS

Source:

City of Portland 
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Environmental 
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Stormwater Planters on Alabama Street :

• depth from varies from 12” to 18”

• min. 6” depth from street to finish grade inside planter

• stormdrain overflow above 6” storage

• width varies from 4’-0” to 9’-6”

• 2” mulch over 12” of sandy topsoil

• drip irrigation

• sedge meadow plantings tolerate dry, wet, salty cond’s

Safety Features:
• 4” high curb edge protection along trail edge

• 18” offset from edge of trail

• at-grade plantings keeps users away from ends

• plantings extend above top, visible from street/trail
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PROPOSED PLANTINGS
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